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Ushering Jesus into Lubbock

What are the characteristics that will draw Jesus into our city in a triumphal way?

What characteristics surrounded the triumphal entry in to Jerusalem?

Characteristics which could lead to a triumphal entry into Lubbock.

1)* PREPARATION FOR HIS ENTRY WILL BE MADE WITH PRAYER.

Luke 10:1-2

1
Now after this the Lord appointed seventy others, and sent them two and two ahead of Him to every city and place where He Himself was going to come.

2
And He was saying to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.
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2)* FOLLOWERS WILL BE ENGROSSED THROUGH NOTABLE MIRACLES OF JESUS

(John 11:41-45)

John 12:9

9
The great multitude therefore of the Jews learned that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He raised from the dead.

John 12:10-11

10
But the chief priests took counsel that they might put Lazarus to death also;

11
because on account of him many of the Jews were going away, and were believing in Jesus.

* So notable that if the people were somehow silenced the rocks would cry out!

Luke 19:40

40
And He answered and said, "I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out!"
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3)* BUSINESS AND PERSONAL RESOURCES WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR KINGDOM WORK 

Matt 21:1-3
And when they had approached Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples,

2
saying to them, "Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied {there} and a colt with her; untie {them,} and bring {them} to Me.

3
"And if anyone says something to you, you shall say, 'The Lord has need of them,' and immediately he will send them."

4
Now this took place that what was spoken through the prophet might be fulfilled, saying,

5
"Say to the daughter of Zion, 'Behold your King is coming to you, gentle, and mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.'"
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4)* ABSOLUTE OBEDIENCE TO JESUS WILL BE EXHIBITED BY LEADERSHIP:

Matt 12:6
And the disciples went and did just as Jesus had directed them,

Mark 11:4-6

4
And they went away and found a colt tied at the door outside in the street; and they untied it.

5
And some of the bystanders were saying to them, "What are you doing, untying the colt?"

6
And they spoke to them just as Jesus had told {them,} and they gave them permission.

Matt 21:7
and brought the donkey and the colt, and laid on them their garments, on which He sat.
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5)* PERSONAL DEVOTION TO JESUS WILL BE DEMONSTRATED UNASHAMEDLY

Mark 11:8-10

Matt. 21:8
And most of the multitude spread their garments in the road, and others were cutting branches from the trees, and spreading them in the road.

9
And the multitudes going before Him, and those who followed after were crying out, saying, "Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest!"

Note:  “These palm Sunday worshippers should not be confused with the smaller mob which shouted for Jesus’ execution latter in the week.  That crowd was incited by Christ’s enemies, who were forced to arrest Jesus by night “because they were afraid of the people” – the very throng that had welcomed and worshiped him daily with increasing devotion.” Steve Hawthorn, Seek God for the City 2003 p. 5 

Luke 22:6  And [Judas] consented, and {began} seeking a good opportunity to betray Him to them apart from the multitude.
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6)* THE SPIRIT OF RELIGION MUST BE CONFRONTED AND SOUNDLY REJECTED.

Luke 19:39-40

39
And some of the Pharisees in the multitude said to Him, "Teacher, rebuke Your disciples."

40
And He answered and said, "I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out!"
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This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of {our} God and Father, to visit orphans and widows in their distress, {and} to keep oneself unstained by the world. James 1:27
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7)*JUDGMENT WILL STILL COME TO THE CITY FOR ITS UNBELIEF

Luke 19:41-44

41
And when He approached, He saw the city and wept over it,

42
saying, "If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes.

43
"For the days shall come upon you when your enemies will throw up a bank before you, and surround you, and hem you in on every side,

44
and will level you to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation."

Jesus will still come even if not every one desires His coming.

We can apparently both usher Jesus in and miss the time of our visitation.

8)* THERE WILL BE THE RESULT OF PERSONAL CURIOSITY ABOUT JESUS BY THE CITY TO WHICH THE FOLLOWERS WILL RESPOND BY INTRODUCING THEM TO JESUS.

Matt 21:10-11

10
And when He had entered Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, "Who is this?"

11
And the multitudes were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee."
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What will cause this curiosity?  Jesus tells us through prayer

Most prayers are of the form, we pray and God answers.

In this prayer God prays (through Jesus) and we answer.

John 17:20-21

20
"My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,

21
that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.

Answering this prayer of Jesus requires that all who call Jesus ‘Lord’ to come together as one.  Only then will we experience the power of fervent united prayer.  Your pastor has already experienced the goodness of unity with Christian brothers.  I invite you to also find ways to be united with the larger body of Christ in our city.

May I pray with you? 

