Developing a HEART for Prayer in 2007
Hope – for most people in the Lubbock area, life is great. Employment, business, housing, education, and church statistics in general tell us that the Giant Side of Texas is a great place to live.  But for some, economic stress, relational dysfunction, job loss, disease and injuries, mental and emotional disorder, homelessness, addictions, legal disputes, incarcerations, and spiritual bankruptcy have left people in a dark pit of despair and hopelessness.  Praying for hope is not just wishful thinking.  It is praying to our God Who can, and is willing, to invade circumstances that seem beyond hope.  Praying Scripture takes us beyond wishful thinking because our words are surely grounded upon God’s Word.
Examples: 
The discovery of the body or whereabouts of Peggy Merrimon



Homeless and below-poverty-level families



Individuals locked in the chains of addictions
Economic Stewardship – When praying for economic favor, blessings of abundance might first come to mind.  Our prayers are deeper than this.  We are praying for the businesses, governments, schools, churches and families of our community to be good stewards of the resources available to us in this community.  We are praying for God’s provision which will match God’s vision and destiny for our community.

Examples: 
For families trying to get out of debt



For governments to find balance in budgets, taxes and needed services



For businesses ability to gainfully employ citizens with fair wages
Authenticity – If our community and citizens are not genuine, dependable and honest, every institution, including our marriages, families and churches will break down.  Some connotations of living in the “Bible Belt” allude to superficial Christianity.  We are praying for authenticity in every aspect of our lives.

Examples:
Honesty, transparency and accountability in government leaders



Businesses using “fair scales” in all of their interactions



Christians being genuine representatives of our Lord Jesus 
Rain – We continue to pray for life-giving rains for our crops, communities, streams, lakes, reservoirs and underground aquifer.   As we do this, remember to praise God for His answer to similar corporate prayers in 2004, the second wettest year on record, which followed the second driest year on record in 2003; and how the corporate prayers of July 2006 resulted in gentle and persistent rainfall in August and early September 2006, resulting in the third largest cotton crop on record (a crop which in July was facing a disastrous outlook.)
Examples: 
Pray for rain at the right time in the right amounts



Pray for municipal officials in the important water supply decisions they must make 

Thank God for the courage of our elected officials to put these calls to prayer “on the record” even when the world scoffs.
Teens – Our young people live in dangerous times.  Traffic accidents, abuse, addictions, STDs etc. loom over them waiting to pounce.  Pray for their safety in our community to live, drive and grow up with a sense of purpose, destiny and protection.

Examples:
Pray the to car accident fatality rate will be greatly reduced or eliminated



Pray for our teens to make wise decisions regarding our cultures’ pressures



Pray for these young people to grow to be mighty warriors for the Kingdom of God

(This list have bee compiled by Pray Lubbock at the request of Lubbock County Judge Tom Head and City of Lubbock Mayor David Miller.  For more information visit www.praylubbock.com or call 806-749- PRAY) 
